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Agenda Item 10 

 
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 

 
19 July 2016 

 
Proposals to Depart from the Local Development Plan at  

Providence Place, West Bromwich, Birmingham 
 

 
1. Summary Statement 
 
1.1 At the meeting of the Planning Committee to be held on 13 July 2016, 

consideration will be given to application DC/16/59421 which seeks 
approval for the erection of a hotel with ancillary bar/cafe for use by hotel 
patrons only, associated car parking and landscaping.  

 
1.2 The officer recommendation for the application is to approve the full 

planning application, however because this is a departure from the 
Adopted Site Allocations and Delivery Development Planning Document  
the matter needs to be considered by full Council.   The next ordinary 
meeting of Council is not until October so this report has been brought 
forward in anticipation that Planning Committee will approve the 
application if the departure is agreed.  Considering the departure at this 
Council meeting rather than delaying October will allow development to 
commence in the current year and bring about the development of the 
site at Providence Place and provide potential job opportunities for local 
people through both the construction stage and once the hotel is 
operational.  

 
1.3 The site is currently allocated for B1 Office development in the Site 

Allocations and Delivery Development Plan Document.  However, the 
proposed development as a hotel use class C1 is considered both 
complementary and appropriate to the town centre location providing 
additional footfall within the commercial core of the town centre.  It is 
necessary for the Council to consider whether or not to grant an 
exception to its policy to allow the application to proceed. 

 

Further details are attached for your information 
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2. Recommendation 

 

2.1 That an exception to the Site Allocations and Delivery Development Plan 
Document and local development plan be allowed in respect of application 
DC/16/59421 Erection of a hotel with ancillary bar/café for use by hotel 
patrons only, associated car parking landscaping and ancillary works at 
Providence Place, West Bromwich.  
 

 

Nick Bubalo 
Director - Regeneration and Economy 
 

 

Contact Officer: 
Peter Yeomans, Group Manager  
0121 569 3906  

 
3. Strategic Resources Implications 

 
The granting of exceptions to the Sandwell Allocations Delivery and 
Development Plan Document will, in the longer term, provide business 
rates for the Authority, job opportunities and investment into the town 
centre.  
 

4. Legal and Statutory Implications 
 
4.1 The Planning Committee has delegated powers to determine planning 

applications within current Council policy.  The decision to grant 
permission for this proposal would be contrary to the Sandwell Allocations 
Delivery and Development Plan Document.  Consequently, the 
Committee has referred the application to the Council to consider whether 
or not an exception to the Sandwell Allocations Delivery and Development 
Plan Document should be granted. 
  

5. Implications for the Council’s Scorecard Priorities 
 

5.1 Implications contained within this report support the following Council’s 
corporate priority for improvement:- 

 

 Great Prospects. 
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6. Background Details 
 
6.1 The development proposal is to erect a hotel upon a currently vacant 

development plot adjacent to the recently completed headquarters facility 
of the West Bromwich Building Society and nearby the BT development at 
Providence Place, West Bromwich. 
 

6.2 The application site is within the ownership of the Council and it is thought 
that the proposed hotel use will be compatible with the adjoining land 
uses providing overnight accommodation for businesses and commercial 
travellers.  
 

6.3 The site fronts the Expressway A41 and will be designed in such a manor 
to be complementary to the other two office blocks that also front the A41 
Black Country Route.  Junction One of the M5 motorway is nearby and 
the Expressway will provide very good accessibility and assist the 
commercial viability of the development proposal.  
 

6.4 The application has been publicised by press notice, site notice and 
neighbour notification letter with only one objection being received from 
consultants acting on behalf of the West Bromwich Building Society.  The 
Building Society objected to the design and layout of the development 
proposal, these have been addressed through discussions with the 
applicant.  
 

 
Source Documents 
 
Report to Planning Committee 13 July, 2016, regarding application 
DC/16/59421 
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